THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

part of this population might perish among the ruins,
as a result of the terrible aerial attacks which the
enemy has prepared to combine with his powerful
artillery fire.

The Army is without the means of fighting. It suffers
from the effects of the morbid policy of political
proselytising which has converted it into an in-
effective weapon. There are many parts of the Army
which have been changed into mere fields for political
domination. The Communist Party rules the Air
Force, the Tanks and the Transport, that is to say, it
has its hands on the vital organisms of the Army. This
Party has worked with great success to attract to
itself commanders and officers. In actual fact,
seventy per cent of the commands of the great units
are in the hands of Communists; some of them, the
minority, have joined the Party in good faith, others
through fear, or through ambition. Without
exaggeration this work of conversion and intense
political activity carried on among the armed units,
has lowered the fighting power of the Army. Our
officers, moreover, have not the training necessary for
mobile warfare, in spite of the fact that they have
incomparable troops, worthy of a better fate. Those
of our troops who are now defending the fronts are
suffering from the moral depression caused by our
loss of Catalonia, and their physical weakness has
been increased by their need of food, and their
sufferings in the trenches during an extremely hard
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